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Part I. TOEFL

Section 1
Directions: Question 1-15 are incomplete sentences. Beneath each sentence you will see four words or phrases, marked (a), (b), (c) and (d). Choose the one word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

1. The importance of the laser lies in the great variety of uses it now has, and the still greater number - in the future.

a) expects

b) expecting

c) expect

d) expected

2. The whole in the ozone layer is under study - whether its size is declining, increasing or remaining about the same.

a) determined

b) is determined

c) to determined

d) determining

Directions: In questions 16-34 each sentence has four underlined words or phrases. The four underlined parts of the sentence are marked (a), (b), (c) and (d). Identify the one underlined word or phrase that must be changed in order for the sentence to be correct.

16. How it isa possible to discussb postwar American art without making mentionc of David Smith's achievements in sculptured?

17. Toronto, the capital ofa Ontario, has becomeb Canada's commercial and manufacturing centerc and one of the country's modernestd cities.

Section 2
Directions: In questions 1-40 each sentence has an underlined word or phrase. Below each sentence are four other words or phrases. Marked (a), (b), (c) and (d). You are to choose the one word or phrase that best keeps the meaning or the original sentence if it is substituted for underlined word or phrase.

1. The brittle bones of an elderly person may fracture easily.

a) dense

b) infirm

c) fragile

d) slender

2. Of all the species of nightshade, the potato is the most prominent.
a) cultivated

b) significant

c) digestible

d) profitable

Directions: In the rest of this section you will read several passages. Each one is followed by several questions about it. For questions 31-76, you are to choose the one best answer, (a), (b), (c) and (d), to each question.

Question 31-36
In its short history, the art of motion pictures has frequently undergone changes that seemed fundamental, such as that resulting from the introduction of sound. It exists today in styles that differ significantly from country to country and in forms as diverse as the documentary created by one man with a hand-held camera and the multimillion-dollar "epic", involving hundreds of performers and technicians. Despite its diversity, however, an essential unchanging nature can be discerned in most of its manifestations.

A number of factors immediately come to mind in connection with the motion picture experience. For one thing, there is something mildly hypnotic about the illusion of movement that holds the attention and may even lower critical resistance. Also, the accuracy of the motion picture image is compelling because it is made by a nonhuman, scientific process. And, the motion picture gives what has been called a strong sense of being present: the film image always appears to be in the present tense. There is also the concrete nature of film; it appears to show the actual people and things.

No less important than any of the above are the conditions under which the motion picture ideally is seen, where everything helps to dominate the spectator. He or she is taken from the everyday environment, partially isolated from others, and comfortably seated in; an air-conditioned auditorium. There, the darkness concentrates attention and prevents comparison of the image on the screen with the objects or people around the viewer. For a while, the motion picture unfolds the world in which the spectator lives.

31. Which of the following statements best expresses the main idea of the passage?

a) Motion pictures vary greatly from country to country.

b) The fundamental characteristics of motion pictures remain unchanged.

c) Motion pictures have been modified over the years.

d) The styles of motion pictures have become significantly different.

32. According to the passage, which can be the most simply made type of motion picture?

a) A documentary

b) An accurate one

c) An epic

d) A hypnotic one

Part II. ESSAY
Instructions to students:
Choose one of the following topics and compose an essay of 3-5 paragraphs (indent each paragraph) that is 1-2 pages in length. Indicate your topic choice on the first page of your essay. Your introduction should include a clear thesis statement - a central assertion or proposition whose truth you will strive to establish through subsequent analysis and argumentation, including use of appropriate examples and other supporting evidence. You may make notes or write an outline on this page before you begin your essay.

Bases of evaluation:
- clarity of expression

- originality of thought

- coherence or argumentation

- rhetorical structure (introduction, body, conclusion)

- grammar and punctuation

Topics:
1. What has been the most significant change in American politics, culture, or society during the last hundred years? Explain your choice.

2. What is one published work on American history or culture that you wish you had written, and why?

3. Explicate the image of America as represented in either (1) a single work of American literature (novel, drama, poem) or (2) a particular author's body of writing.

4. "England and America are two countries separated by the same language" (G. B. Shaw). Agree or disagree.

5. What is the biggest challenge confronting the United States as it enters the twenty-first century? How should that challenge be met?
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